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Inside this issue:  

Burning in the Community 
Every Spring fires get out of control in the community when people are burning 

around their house or their fields and either do not supervise the fire or do not have the 

people and equipment to control it.   Our graveyard at Soda Creek has been burned many 

times over the years.  Wooden crosses are destroyed and the fence is now left hanging. The 

timber across the highway has been destroyed.   At Deep Creek on numerous occasions we 

have almost lost houses or buildings.  Many do not have insurance and so if they burn the 

homeowner loses everything.   This year the big fire at Deep Creek came dangerously close to 

destroying two homes.  Even though the fire was stopped before the homes were engulfed in 

flames, it did destroy landscaping at a residence that the owners have worked over the years to 

put in place. 

This year the Wildwood fire department had to be called in twice, the Williams Lake 

fire department and the forestry people in Williams Lake also had to come and put out fires 

started by people in our community.   It is not only dangerous to our homes and buildings it is 

an embarrassment.  Our community is used as an example of òWhat NOT   To Do When 

Burningó in classes taught about fire safety. 

Many of us are guilty of burning carelessly and causing harm to our community. We 

have to stop.   We need to have a discussion about what to do about this problem in the 

community.   We can put a by-law in place regarding burning or other actions that will hold 

people accountable for careless burning.   This will be addressed at the Council meeting on 

June 16th.    Please come and help us solve this problem.     Bev Sellars 

We are planning a òCommunity Work Weekó for June 17th, 18th and 19th.    We are inviting 

the community members to come and volunteer for a day, an afternoon or all three days.   We 

can do things for Elders or  we can do things like fixing the graveyard fence at Soda Creek.  If 

you have a great idea for a community work project, please put it on the signup sheet at the 

Band office.  The purpose is to get our community working and playing together.  Lunch and 

rides to and from the project sites will be provided.   If you need a ride please let the staff at 

the Band office know and we will pick you up.  Come out and help beautify our community 

and have fun at the same time!!!     Bev Sellars 

Please submit suggestions for work projects to  

Chief Bev Sellars before June 12, 2009 
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Hello respected Elders, Youth and Community members my name is Melanie Bingham I have returned home after 

completing my first year of College in Vancouver, BC, to work and learn for the summer. While living in Vancouver I was 

studying Aboriginal Tourism Operations and will return in September to continue studying Aboriginal Tourism 

Management. 

For the month of May I will be doing the practicum phase of my schooling, learning the ins-and-outs of the XatõsƝll Heritage 

Village, from my supervisor Rhonda Shackelly. I will also be learning the History, Culture, Language and Traditions of the 

Great Secwepemc Nation from the respected Elders of my community. This will be a great learning experience for me and I 

am looking forward to this educational summer. 

After I receive all my practicum hours I will be working full-time at the Heritage Village as the òTourism Coordinator,ó with 

duties consisting of: 

Helping with opening and/or closing of the Site 

Sharing the rich history and culture of XatõsƝll with Tourists from around the world 

Assisting with on-site preparation components as needed, such as gatherings, and/or group tours 

Arranging meals 

Packaging with other Tourism Operators or Organizations and organize Familiarization tours with industry. 

Develop a multi-faceted media kit 

Other related tasks 

It feels great to be home for the summer and bringing my knowledge with me. I am hoping I can contribute a lot to the 

Heritage Village this summer. Leaving home to go and get educated felt good, but to bring that education back home feels 

GREAT!!! 

Kukstemc for your time, I hope to see everyoneõs smiling faces at the Heritage Village this summer. 

Sincerely, 

Melanie Bingham, Tourism Coordinator 

Tourism Coordinator Report by Melanie Bingham  

Have you been involved with the Likely-Xatsõull community forest or maybe are interested in learning a bit about it?  A team 
from Simon Fraser University will be here June 2nd at 2:30 p.m. to talk to community members who want to be involved in 
this project.  If you are interested please attend.  Following is a short paragraph from their letter explaining what they want to 
do. 

We are a group of four professors and four graduate students at Simon Fraser University's School of 

Resource and Environmental Management and one professor at UBC's Faculty of Forestry who is 

head of their new Aboriginal Forestry Program and is himself a member of the Confederated Salish 

and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Indian Reservation, Pablo, Montana, where he has previously 

served as the tribal economist. The goal of the research is to document what community forests do 

well (and especially what they do better than the major tenure holders who currently manage most 

of BC's forests).  We also want to document what problems community forests face and what could be 

one to better their situation.  We would like to work with the 5 oldest community forests in BC who are 

in the Interior Cedar Hemlock zone, because they have the most established history as community 

forests, and are not so overwhelmed with Mountain Pine Beetle.  We are already working with three 

community forests in the southern interior (Harrop-Procter, Creston Valley, and Revelstoke), and are 

in the process or asking permission to  work with McBride and Likely-Xatsull.  We would like to visit 

Likely-Xatsull first.  This letter is to ask your permission to do the research and to visit your 

community forest. 
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Soda Creek Indian Band 

Family and Youth Centre Building 
(old Soda Creek Restaurant) 

Caretaker posting 

 

In exchange of providing Caretaker duties for the Family and Youth Centre Building the Soda Creek Indian Band 

Agrees to provide accommodation at the building, pay all utility bills excluding international calls.  

 

The responsibilities of the caretaker will include but not limited to: 

1. Security Duties 

2. Cleaning of  Public Washrooms, Kitchen and Dining Hall/Entrance Way 

3. Upkeep of Grounds 
  

Please contact Sandra Sellars  
at the Soda Creek Health Station 250-989-2355 

Transportation Appointments 
Home and Community Care Transportation 

On Wednesdays of each week the Home and Community Care 

Program offers transportation to clients for doctorsõ appointments or 

errands.  The Home Support worker is only able to make one round 

trip into Williams Lake so we are asking clients to be prepared to 

travel into Williams Lake first thing in the morning and return in the 

afternoon.  Home and Community Care clients are always given first 

priority.  In order to be considered a client you must go through an 

assessment process provided by the Home and Community Care 

Nurse at Three Corners Health Services Society. 

Medical Appointment Transportation 

On Thursdays of each week the Community Health Rep offers 

transportation to community members for medical appointments only 

(doctor, dentist, counseling, etc). Unfortunately we do not provide 

transportation for errands in Williams Lake as this service is not part 

of the Home and Community Care program.  If a Home and 

Community Care client is unable to travel to town for errands on the 

Wednesday they will be required to wait until the following 

Wednesday. 

 

All arrangements to book space in the van can be made by contacting 

Roxanne Stobie at 250-989-2355.  We ask that you make 

arrangements at least 2 days prior to the transportation day.  Late 

arrangements may not be accepted. 
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